BRIDGWATER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 13 OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.30PM

AT THE BURGESS ROOM, TOWN HALL, BRIDGWATER

PRESENT:
Cllr PGH Parker (Mayor of Bridgwater – in the Chair), Cllrs SB Austen,  AM Glassford, GJ Granter, MJ Lerry, DP Loveridge, AJ Moore, Mrs PM Morley, LP Redmond, KF Richards, BD Smedley, IC Tucker and J Turner (JP)

Apologies:
Cllrs Baker, Monteith and Mrs Slocombe 

28/11
POLICING IN BRIDGWATER:

The Town Clerk reported that Inspector Carey had apologised for not being available to attend the meeting, but ring master notes giving an update position in relation to policing in the town had been circulated by email.

29/11
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE (BSF):

Julia Ridge, Project Director, was in attendance and gave an update on the BSF project in relation to the development of the three schools Blake and Elmwood, and Chilton, which were all progressing satisfactorily with the new buildings expected to be opening in November 2012.  She also explained the position in trying to move forward the re-development of the remaining schools, originally approved before the PFI projects were withdrawn.  She was hopeful that Penrose and East Bridgwater would progress because of the specific issues in each case, but for the time being the Haygrove Academy PFI new build was not being progressed.

In answer to questions, she explained the background to the bidding process, the reasons why Blake and Chilton had progressed ahead of East Bridgwater and the prospects in the new bidding round.  The inclusion of the former Town Council land had enabled the Chilton school project to go forward with suitable playing field space and to include both a sports hall and adjoining swimming pool.

Julia also dealt with a question related to the doubling  in size of the Somerset Bridge School at Stockmoor, which was included later in the agenda.

During a question session in reply to Bob Cudlipp, Julia explained the rationale for the provision of sports fields and school at Chilton Trinity, which although separated by an agricultural track was in fact no different from many other locations in the county.

The Mayor thanked Julia Ridge for her report.

30/11
PUBLIC-SPEAKING:

Mrs Lynda Brigg submitted two letters for circulation in which she raised particular issues related to skateboarding and cycling in locations in the town centre, including the Cornhill, Town Hall and Angel Place.  These would be referred to the police to support previous campaigns.  The two letters were from local businessmen supporting the application for the registration of the brewery field as a town green.

Mrs Sally Jones complained that the District Council did not listen to her representations and thanked the Town Council for doing so and referred to a letter that she had submitted to the District Council drawing upon issues in the LDF Core Strategy that had just been approved.

31/11
MINUTES:

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 28/07/11 be noted and held over for signature by the Mayor at the next meeting.

32/11
MATTERS ARISING:

i. CIC for travel choices and access to work (Min 14/11) – Cllr Lerry on behalf of the nominated sub-group met with Jill Shortland and further information was awaited with a report on the advantages and disadvantages so that the Town Council could determine the best interests of their involvement.  It was hoped that this would also clarify the involvement of the District County Councils.

ii. Town Centre Post Office (Min 16/11) – after initial technical difficulties the temporary branch was now open and the Town Clerk and ward councillors were working closely with the post office and a prospective proprietor in seeking out a permanent location in the town centre.  It was noted that this would be discussed at a Community Scrutiny Meeting of SDC on 14/10/11.

iii. Tesco proposals for Northgate (Min 18/11.i) – Members noted that the company’s proposals were to be the subject of a public exhibition at Angel Place on 14th and 15th October.  The Planning Panel with other members invited had  received a preview earlier in the day.  The Town Council’s support for the town green application for the Brewery Field had been submitted, although objection  had been raised to the registration by the SDC Executive.  Members deemed to follow the process through to secure the most beneficial development for Bridgwater.

iv. Town Hall – future of buildings and management and cultural partners (Min 22/11) – the legal work was progressing towards completion of the freehold transfer.  The method of payment of the premium upon signature had been agreed.  The written report highlighted outstanding issues and the way forward.  Following a tour of the building Members noted that insurance inspections of the lifting equipment had been completed satisfactorily.

33/11
REPORT OF THE MUSEUM SUB-COMMITTEE (12/09/11):

The decisions and recommendations arising from the meeting held on 12/09/11 (attached as an Appendix) were circulated.  Attention was drawn to the issues discussed and the continuing success of the Museum.  A letter on behalf of the Friends of Blake Museum was reported expressing thanks to the Town Council for the finance provided for the re-roofing work and the improvements to the wall and Mill bounding Durleigh Brook.  

RESOLVED: That the decisions, in particular the progress towards the formation of a Trust, be noted and the report adopted.

34/11
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND INCOME:

The Town Clerk submitted a report on payment of accounts and income, itemising cheques and DDRs paid in the period months 3-6 inclusive and receipts for the same period.  

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted;

35/11
EDF – PROPOSALS FOR NEW BUILD AT HINKLEY POINT C (MIN 24/11): 

It had been expected that EDF would have submitted their application to the IPC for the Development Consent Order by the end of September, but this had been delayed with, for example, additional highway work being progressed.  This included issues related to a northern by-pass for the town.  In the meantime the Town Council continued to make representation at all levels dealing with each of the activities for which applications had been presented,  also in terms of the Preliminary Works and the accompanying Section 106 agreement, the pre-inquiry meeting relating to the Jetty and Harbour Works and the inquiry itself due to commence on 15 November 2011 and further consultation on the operational phase Environmental Permits for the new station.  The latter consultation had been extended by the Environment Agency to the 15 December 2011.  Further information was also provided on the process of applications for consents still necessary from the Nuclear Regulator.

An advice note was available on the process of the Infrastructure Planning Commission and the means of involvement for those who may be affected.

36/11
NATIONAL GRID – HINKLEY ‘C’ CONNECTION PROJECT:

The National Grid had announced the preferred route corridor to Avonmouth, which to a large degree followed the existing pylon routes.  Details had been received and parish briefing events notified.  The proposals appeared to have little immediate impact on the town.

37/11
BOUNDARY COMMISSION REVIEWS:

Members were reminded that the Local Government Boundary Commission Review of Somerset was in the consultation stage through to 14/11/11.  Presently, a reduction in the number of members from 58 to 55 had been put forward, within which Sedgemoor  would retain 12 electoral divisions and 12 county councillors.  Also announced, had been a review of Parliamentary Constituencies, which would conclude in 2013.  This planned a reduction in the number of constituencies from 533 to 502 and quite substantial changes to boundaries.  The initial consultation would close on 05/12/11.

RESOLVED: That in the event that either of the proposals have any direct impact on the town and the Bridgwater communities this be referred back to the Council for consideration by the setting up of a working party.

38/11
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2010/2011:

The Town Clerk reported that the Annual Audit for the year ending 31/03/11 had been completed by Moore Stephens satisfactorily and in accordance with the audit commission’s requirements and no matters had come to attention giving cause for concern.  The accounts had been approved.

39/11
MAYORAL ITEMS:

1. The Mayor recommended that in light of current market conditions the Council’s silver collection should be re-valued for insurance purposes.  This was agreed.

2. The Mayor reported a letter from the Western Section of the Showman’s Guild of Great Britain, thanking the Town Council for the picture of the town presented as a gift in recognition of the Guild’s 50 years of operation and running of the St Matthews Fair.

40/11
PUBLICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE:

The Town Clerk reported on correspondence and papers received: those for decision and those for information.  

RESOLVED: That all items be noted as listed in the report dated 06/10/11 (Agenda item 11) and decisions taken as follows, as well as noting the additions recorded below:-

Decisions

1. Bridgwater Retail Initiative and Snowflakes and Shopping/Xmas Lights – switch on 18/11/11 (Children In Need) – arrangements for the event and prospect for continuing involvement in initiatives, including town guide APP, Business Improvement District application for further Magnox community funding and retail initiatives and workshops noted – agreed to take forward

2. Somerset County Councils County Plan and Annual Report 2011/2013 priorities – deferred for consideration at next meeting following circulation by email.

3. Request to utilise space in town hall for monthly series of Bridgwater history talks as “educational out-reach/civic training objectives” – note and examine further when more detail available.

4. Computer equipment renewal – acquisition of “Apple” computers – endorsement of decision sanctioned by Chairman of Finance Committee.

5. Taunton Road allotments – request to contribute to replacement fencing – quotations referred to Finance Committee for consideration.

6. Grant applications – letters of thanks noted and all applications referred to Finance Committee for decision, with exception of award up to £100 towards the James Cook  Centenary booklet.

7. NHS Somerset – consent application by Boots UK for inclusion in list of Bridgwater Retail Park – no objection raised in principle.

For information:

Items 1/26 as circulated – noted.

(Cllr Turner declared an interest in Decision Item No. 1 and Cllr Parker an interest in Decision Item No. 6.4 of a personal nature and took no part in the consideration and did not vote thereon).

The meeting finished at 9.05pm

………………………………………

Signed

Chairman
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