BRIDGWATER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2011 AT 7.30PM

AT THE CHARTER HALL, TOWN HALL, BRIDGWATER

PRESENT:
Cllr PGH Parker (Mayor of Bridgwater – in the chair), Cllrs SB Austin, D Baker, AM Glassford, MJ Lerry, AJ Moore, Mrs PM Morley, LP Redmond, KF Richards, Mrs GJ Slocombe, BD Smedley, IC Tucker and J Turner (JP)
Apologies:
Cllrs Granter, Loveridge and Monteith 
41/11
PUBLIC-SPEAKING:
Ms MS Glen Burrows spoke to the letter she had submitted to the town council on behalf of Bridgwater Forward requesting a public meeting to be convened with representatives of Tesco and Sedgemoor to debate publicly the preliminary consultation plans for the development of a Tesco store at Northgate and the Brewery Field.  Bridgwater Forward also submitted a letter to Tesco requesting that they attend a meeting.  The concerns were that proper pre-application consultation had not been undertaken in that different answers had been obtained to the same question and there had been generally a lack of accuracy to replies given at several consultations and exhibitions.  She requested the town council to support the call for a public meeting.
Mrs Sally Jones spoke in similar vein in support for the request of a public meeting, highlighting her continuing concerns of other traders about the retail units and what and how these may be used for xxxx.  She referred also to the position of the other supermarkets and supported the request.

42/11
POLICING IN BRIDGWATER:
Inspector Shane Carey gave a brief outline of a series of events that had unfolded on the carnival day, firstly, affecting the west quay walling of the River Parrott and later on the same day the M5 incident, which had required involvement and support of all the emergency services.  He expressed appreciation to the Arts Centre, which had provided an emergency centre.
The mayor expressed his appreciation on behalf of all those involved, to all the emergency services and statutory authorities for the action they had taken on 4th November, which Insp. Carey would pass back to the officers involved.

Insp. Carey also gave an update on crime statistics affecting the district where although there had been a 10% increase in the district the detection rate in Bridgwater had increased above the district rate.  He mentioned particularly the action taken in dealing with prolific offenders.

Insp. Carey then asked a series of questions confirming how important CCTV was in terms of enforcement and in terms of a deterrent; confirming that serious assaults were not prevalent in terms of the proportion of offences in the town; impact of actions in respect of licensed premises; and current responses to car crime.

The town clerk gave members a further update on events at West Quay and the planned Snowflakes & Shopping programme of events.

43/11
MINUTES:

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings held on 28/07/11 (previously circulated) and the minutes of the meeting held on 13/10/11 (also previously circulated) be confirmed and signed by the mayor as a correct record.
44/11
MATTERS ARISING:

i. CIC for travel choices and access to work (min 32/11) – further information and report was still awaited in order to determine the best interests of the town council involvement.  Members noted the aim, particularly, by the involvement of the district and county councils;
ii. Town Hall – future of buildings and management and cultural partners (min 32/11) – the town clerk confirmed that the legal work to formalise the transfer should be completed by the end of the month and certainly by the end of the year, which would open up ways of setting up of a trust.  Members noted the intentions with regard to refurbishing and redecorating parts of the building, including the town council accommodation with the toilets a priority.
iii. Silver Collection (min 39/11 i) – the town clerk confirmed that the revaluation of the silver collection had not taken place, although insurance premiums were subject to normal inflationary and higher value assessments.

45/11
REPORT OF THE MUSEUM SUB-COMMITTEE (14/11/11):
The decisions and recommendations arising from the meeting held on 14/11/11 (attached as an appendix) were circulated.  
RESOLVED: that the decisions be noted and the report adopted.

46/11
REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE (15/11/11):

The decisions and recommendations arising from the meeting held on 15/11/11 (attached as an appendix) had been circulated and were introduced by the chairman Cllr John Turner.

Particular note was taken of the decisions and recommendations in relation to funding, grants and sponsorship and to the additional report that had been circulated on the Arts Centre.  The decision not to cover the income shortfall for free parking at Christmas requested by SDC was also noted.

Members then considered in detail the recommendations arising from a paper on Joint Funding of Services 2012/2013 (min 15) and the draft estimates for 2012/2013 and precept (min 16) together with base information provided.  From this, members determined the high level principles for the budget for 2012/2013, determining that support funding should be capped at the 2011/2012 level and that detailed estimates should be produced seeking with the support of some income to retain the precept at the current level.
RESOLVED:

1. that the reported be approved and adopted;

2. that the town clerk submit detailed estimates at the next meeting based on the high level principles contained in minutes 15 and 16 of the finance committee report, which are hereby approved;

3. that the district council and county council be advised

(Cllr Parker declared a personal interest in relation to the Arts Centre and the Bridgwater Credit Union)
47/11
EDF – PROPOSALS FOR NEW BUILD AT HINCKLEY POINT C: 

The town clerk confirmed that the application for the development consent order had now been submitted by EDF to the Infrastructure Planning Commission.  The IPC now have 28 days to validate the application before formal consultation.  The town clerk recommended that the town council should make representations to the IPC on the issue of whether or not public consultation had been adequate, in particular in relation to whether the company’s investigation into the assessment of the need for a northern bypass for Bridgwater had been adequate.  The view that there had been a lack of evaluation of this as an option on highway issues was generally supported.

It was noted that notice had also been received of the submission of the environmental permit application to the Environment Agency.
RESOLVED: that the town clerk submit correspondence to the IPC accordingly.
48/11
NATIONAL GRID – PROPOSALS FOR NEW BUILD AT HINCKLEY POINT C: 

Members noted that the formal response issued to all consultees following adoption of the selected option route had been received.
49/11
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND INCOME:

The payments including Section 137 payments, made during October (month 7) be approved and confirmed, together with income received in this period (details of museum expenditure performance against budget as at 31/10/11 was also received.
50/11
PROPOSED NORTHGATE TESCO DEVELOPMENT – LETTER FROM BRIDGWATER FORWARD: 

A copy of the letter that had been addressed earlier in the meeting had been circulated.  The town clerk confirmed that in further contact with Tesco, since the receipt of the letter, there had been no confirmation either way of willingness or not to enter into a public debate.  The company were in the throws of producing a document covering all the consultation meetings and exhibition/xxx both private and public in a report.  It was understood their intention was to submit an application for planning permission by the end of January.
Members agreed that the town council should do all within its power to press Tesco to attend a meeting, together with the district council.  There was some discussion as to whether this should be by way of a public debate or conducted specifically under the standing orders of the town council – the latter was agreed.

RESOLVED:

1. that the town clerk contact Tesco with an invitation to attend a meeting of the town council, which will be held in public in the normal way – this being a single issue for discussion;

2. that the leader and chief executive of SDC be invited

(Cllr Baker declared a personal interest in the matter as an employee of the county council).

51/11
BRIDGWATER HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION ISSUES:

The town clerk confirmed that with Cllr Moore he had met with members of the county council to examine a number of highway issues affecting the town.  This included identifying timescales for major works, with the most significant being the Railway Bridge and connection to the A38 and A39, which was due for completion by November 2012 and the Colley Lane relief road currently targeted for 2013/2014.
RESOLVED: that this be noted.

52/11
PUBLICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE:

The town clerk reported on correspondence and papers received: those for decision and those for information.  
RESOLVED: that all items be noted as listed in the report dated 10/11/11 (Agenda item 10) and decisions taken as follows, as well as noting the additions recorded below:-

Decisions
1. Bridgwater retail initiative and Snowflakes and Shopping/Xmas Lights switch on 18/11/11 (children in need day) – arrangements confirmed, including the launch of the town guide application for smart phone and the further application to Magnox for community funding, supported by the town council contributions
2. Somerset County Councils County Plan and annual report 2011/2013 priorities – responses still awaited to email circulation.

3. Bristol Road Cemetery – emergency drainage works for replacement piping and manhole – confirmed payment £2011.20 to M Haggot.
4. Somerset County Council – consultation on potential increase in charge for renewing or applying for a blue disabled parking badge – no comment offered.

5. St Matthew’s field – complaint about dumping of spoil and equipment by British Gas – taken up by ward members – follow up

For information:
Items 1/17 as circulated – noted.
The meeting finished at 9.03pm

………………………………………

Signed

Chairman
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